Master Plumbers Association NSW 


Safe Work Method Statement – Excavation of 1.5mtr or Greater
	Organisation Details                                         

	Organisation Name:
	
	Contact Name:
	

	ACN/ABN
	
	Contact Position:
	

	Address:
	
	Contact Phone No:
	

	Activity:   Excavation of 1.5mtr or Greater


	This SWMS has been developed in consultation with:

Reviewed by: 
Position:                                                          Date: 

	Job Address: 
	

	Equipment Used:
	Excavator, Backhoe, Portable Tools

	Work Health Safety & Environmental Legislation
	Work Health & Safety Act 2011

Work Health & Safety Regulation 2017 

	Codes or Standards applicable to work
	Australian Standard 3500 National Plumbing and Draining 
Australian Standard 5601 Gas Installations

NSW Plumbing Act 2011 and Regulations 2017 (replacing the NSW Code of Practice for Plumbing and Drainage Regulation)
Plumbing Code of Australia (PCA)

Confined spaces 
Hazardous manual tasks 
How to manage and control asbestos in the workplace 
How to manage work health and safety risks Managing the risk of falls at workplaces
How to safely remove asbestos 
Labelling of workplace hazardous chemicals 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.workcover.nsw.gov.au/formspublications/publications/pages/managing-noise-preventing-hearing-loss-at-work-code-of-practice.aspx" Managing noise and preventing hearing loss at work 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.workcover.nsw.gov.au/formspublications/publications/pages/managing-work-environment-facilities-code-of-practice.aspx" Managing the work environment and facilities Preparation of safety data sheets for hazardous chemicals 
Work health and safety consultation, coordination and cooperation



	Level
	Description of Consequence or Impact
	Consequence
	Likelihood/Probability

	
	
	
	L

Likely
	M

Moderate
	U

Unlikely

	H (1)
(High level of harm)
	Potential death, permanent disability or major structural failure/damage. 
Off-site environmental discharge/release not contained and significant long-term environmental harm.


	H (1)
(High)
	1
	1
	2

	M (2)
(Medium level of harm)
	Potential temporary disability or minor structural failure/damage.

On-site environmental discharge/release contained, minor remediation required, short-term environmental harm.


	M (2)

(Medium)
	1
	2
	3

	L (3)
(Low level of harm)
	Incident that has the potential to cause persons to require first aid.

On-site environmental discharge/release immediately contained minor level clean up with no short-term environmental harm.


	L (3)

(Low)
	2
	3
	3

	Level
	Likelihood/Probability

	Likely
	Could happen frequently

	Moderate
	Could happen occasionally

	Unlikely
	May occur only in exceptional circumstances


	Work Method Statement 



	Activity:   Excavation of 1.5mtr or Greater



	Task
	Risk
	Risk Score
	Control
	Person Responsible

	Establishment of Site

Prepare to Excavate
	Contact with overhead or underground services resulting in electrocution/Electric Shock, Fire/ Explosion 

	1
	Underground Essential Services to be located prior to commencement of work.

Dial-before-you-dig 1100 or www.dialbeforeyoudig.com.au
Use location equipment to locate buried services

Work only within safe distances of power lines as published by the local supply authority.

Isolate any services (electricity, gas) before excavation commences

No work is to be carried out on live services. If service is unable to be isolated contact the relevant supply authority

Check stability of ground before positioning machinery (including vehicles)


	

	Working in Excavation
	Trench Collapse
	2
	Trench is to be benched or shored where excavation is 1.5mtr or greater.


	

	
	Contact with overhead or underground services (Electrocution/Electric Shock

Fire Explosion)
	1


	Work only within safe distances of power lines as published by the local supply authority.

Isolate any services (electricity, gas) before excavation commences

No work is to be carried out on live services. If service is unable to be isolated contact the relevant supply authority


	

	Task
	Risk
	Risk Score
	Control
	Person Responsible

	Working in Excavation (continued)


	Working in vicinity of mobile powered plant


	2
	Carry out all pre-inspection checklists and check log books.

Ensure operators of machinery are competent

Exclusion zones to be set out and clearly identified.

Barricade work area.

Hi-Visibility clothing to be worn

Workers to avoid working in the ‘swing zone’ of heavy machinery


	

	
	Falls

Objects Falling


	2
	Exclusion zones to be set out and clearly identified.

Barricade area.

Ensure tools and materials are secured

Workers to wear hard hats


	

	
	Dust
	3
	Equipment used to minimise dust suppression or workers must wear dust mask or respirator.


	

	
	Noise
	3
	Workers to wear ear muffs/ear plugs


	

	
	Fumes
	3
	Ensure adequate ventilation

Workers must wear dust mask or respirator.


	

	
	Untidy work areas


	3
	Work areas and passage ways to remain clear at all times

Rubbish and excavated material are to be removed on an ongoing basis


	

	
	Access/Egress from trench


	2
	Ladders, steps or ramp access to be provided and maintained to ensure entry/exit into trench


	

	
	Unauthorised Access
	2
	Any open excavation when not being worked on is to be covered and secured to prevent unauthorised access
	

	Task
	Risk
	Risk Score
	Control
	Person Responsible

	Reinstatement 
	Slips/Trips/Falls


	3
	Ground is to be fully reinstated after completion of excavation works.

All excess material to be disposed of correctly


	


	This SWMS has been developed through consultation with our workers and has been read, understood and signed by all workers undertaking the works:

	Print Names:
	Signatures:
	Dates: 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Review No
	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09

	Initial:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date:
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